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(54) Title: FLAT SCANNING STAGE FOR SCANNED PROBE MICROSCOPY 
(57) Abstract 



A three-dimensional scanner (12) incor- 
porates a flat stage (20) for receiving samples. 
The stage is supported in a scanning frame 
(30) by four identical quadrant tube piezo- 
electric scanner elements (14- J 7). Each ele- 
ment is fixed at one end to a fixed chassis and 
is fastened at its opposite end through a con- 
nector to the scanner frame. The scanner ele- 
ments are operated in pairs to move the stage 
in an X-Y plane, and are operated together to 
move the stage in a Z direction perpendicular 
to the X-Y plane. 
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